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Dear ICSD European members!

Roar Sundby,
President of the European Branch, ICSD

The world is a rapidly changing place. There are two main issues that have attracted our growing concern in the
last years. Firstly, the conflict between the developing world and the developed ("Western") world is threatening
to become a global problem affecting all of us. Secondly, it looks as if the climate debate will be a constant part
of our consciousness in the years to come. These issues will certainly influence both the way we are living, the
way we act as social workers, and our social development goals.

To be constantly aware of the peace-keeping aspect of our work and support all kind of open
communication, meaningful social relations and avoidance of ethnocentrism and racism, will be most
important at all levels of our work.
To redefine the aims of social development in the time when increased use of energy cannot be part of that
development neither for us as individuals nor for the society as a whole, is a mission of outmost
importance where ICSD has an obvious responsibility.

The next European ICSD conference on “European societies in transition - Social development and social
work” to be held in June 2008 at the Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Ia i, Romania, will offer an
opportunity to discuss many aspects of these issues. The workshops will include topics, like values in social
and community work, and inclusion of vulnerable groups, children and minorities. We have already
received many interesting proposals for papers and plenary speeches, and I personally trust that the
conference will address many basic issues related to our professions.

On 27-29 April 2007 the Regional Board Meeting was held in Ia i in order to preliminary plan our
conference. The meeting was kindly and efficiently hosted by Rev. Dr. Dan Sandu, and the Board is
convinced that the local organisation of the conference is in good hands.

The Organising Committee is looking forward to welcoming you in Ia i in June 2008, and we are also
hoping for an increased attendance by our colleagues from other continents.
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Call for papers

INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, European Branch
invites you to submit papers for the 11 Biennial European ICSD Conference on

to be held at the

Papers on the following topics are welcome:

1. Strategies, models and values in social and community work
2. Social inclusion of vulnerable groups, particularly children and minorities
3. Civil societies and the state: The role of religious communities.

The topics for the conference are mainly inspired by the present status of social work and
social welfare in the Romanian society, but will hopefully attract and inspire teachers,
researchers and practitioners in the social area in many societies in transition and also
worldwide. Authors are invited to present research projects and research results in the fields
mentioned above as well as studies of other pertinent social programs and projects with
impact on social development. The papers may also treat individual problems (like poverty,
violence, drug abuse, ethnic conflicts, racism) and policy in respective countries.

Please indicate under which conference topic (1-3) the abstract is submitted. Authors will be
informed about the peer-review results by 15 February 2008.

Abstract Format
Please submit abstract in electronic form as Microsoft Word attachment containing
- the full name(s) of the author(s), mailing address(es), telephone and fax number(s),
and e-mail address(es) at the top of the first page,
- title (max 15 words),
- key words,
- abstract (300-500 words).

The deadline for submitting the final paper is 31 May 2008.

Publicaton
Conference organisers are planning to publish the Conference Proceedings with selected
contributions.

Please send abstracts to:
Roar Sundby, Chairman of the International Organising Committee
Email:
Phone: +47 7355 9387

th

European societies in transition - Social development and social work

Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Ia i, Ia i, Romania, on 25-27 June 2008º º

The deadline for submitting abstracts is 31 January 2008.

Further information is available on: http://www-gewi.uni-graz.at/sozpaed/iasi/

roar.sundby@hist.no

Roar Sundby
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Preliminary Programme

Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Ia i, (www.uaic.ro), Romania.
25 - 27 of June 2008th th

º

Wednesday 25.06.08

Thursday     26.06.08

Friday        27.06.08

16.00  - 17.00 Check-in
17.00  - 17.45 Welcome
18.00 The Harald Swedner award
Moderator Prof. Dr. Susanne Elsen
18.30 -  20.00 Keynote-Speech: "European Societies in Transition

- Social Development and Social Work".
Professor Dr. Wolfgang C. Müller

09.00 - 10.00 Keynote-Speech: "The Ethic of Social Development
- an Eastern Theological Perspective"
Prof Gheorghe Popa's

10.00 - 10.30 Discussion
10.30 - 11.00 Coffee Break
11.00 - 12.30 Workshops
12.30 - 14.00 Lunch
14.00 - 16.30 Workshops
16.30 - 17.00 Coffee Break
17.00 - 18.00 General Meeting

of the Regional Assembly of the European Branch of ICSD

09.00 - 10.30 Keynote-Speech
A historical perspective on child migration
Prof David Thorpe (University of Trondheim)

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee Break
11.00 - 12.30 Workshops
12.30 - 13.00 Lunch
13.30 - 15.00 Workshops
15.00 - 15.30 Coffee Break
15.30 - 16.00 Plenary closing
16.00 - 19.00 City sightseeing
19.30 Traditional Romanian Dinner

Saturday /Sunday       28. -29.06.08
Post conference tour: visits to the famous Romanian Painted Monasteries and Fortresses:
Varatec,  Neamt, Voronet. Moldovita, Black Pottery Workshop, Sucevita. Pilgrimage on
foot to the little Church of Transfiguration on the nearby Mountain.

The 11 Biennial European ICSD Conference onth

European societies in transition - Social development and
social work



Proceedings of the ICSD European Branch Conferences, 1999 - 2004

Arno Heimgartner
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Proceedings The Hague 2002

Fenny Gerrits / Piotr Salustowicz (2003).
Urban Community Work in the Context of Social Development.
18 Opbouwteksten: The Hague.
ISBN 90-72846-21-4

Proceedings Krakow 1999

Piotr Salustowicz (2001):
Civil Society and Social Development.
Peter Lang: Bern.
ISBN: 3-906767-21-3

http://www.peterlang.net/index.cfm?vID=76721&vLang=D&vHR=1&v
UR=2&vUUR=1

Proceedings Graz 2004

Arno Heimgartner (2006).
Face of Research on European Social Development. Community Work,
Civil Society, and Professionalisation of Social Work.
Soziale Arbeit - Social Issues 1.
LIT Verlag: Wien.
ISBN 3-7000-0537-7

http://www.lit-verlag.de/isbn/3-8258-8984-X
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Report on the 15 ICSD Symposiumth

The 15 ICSD Symposium was held in Hong Kong SAR, China, from 16 to 20 July 2007. The theme was
"Seeking Harmony and Promoting Social Development in a World of Conflict". Professor Angelina Yuen-
Tsang, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, and Professor Ce Shen, Boston College, served as Co-
chairs.  It was the greatest ever ICSD symposium attended by almost 500 people from abroad, about 100
from China and about 150 from Hong Kong. There were 478 papers presented (280 of them at sessions
and the rest as posters), of which the symposium CD contains 179.

The symposium venue was the Hong Kong Polytechnic University that offered spacious and comfortable
facilities equipped with all necessary technical devices. Many students were engaged to support the
organisers as administrative staff, host(esse)s, and guides at field visits and other events. The participants
enjoyed their kindness and efficiency.

th

The keynote speech "Unity and Discord in
Social Development" was given by Professor
Amartya Sen (Harvard University), the Nobel
Prise Laureate in Economics. He proved to be
not only a distinguished scholar but also a
pleasant personality. His reaction to the
moderator's invitation to the audience to deliver
their questions in written was: "While you
prepare your questions I will deliver my speech."

Also due to the very high number of
participants, the organisers offered 17
interesting field visits. We also enjoyed the
welcoming reception in the University

Auditorium and the President's Dinner with rich programme including auction in favour of future
scholarships to attend ICSD symposia (19 persons were granted scholarships to come to Hong Kong).

The European Branch of the International Consortium for Social Development held its meeting on 19 July
2007. I had the pleasure to meet two European ladies, one of them being the Romanian currently
studying and working in the USA. It was very pleasant and useful to discuss with them the activities of our
branch and our plans for the next European ICSD Conference to be held in Ia i, Romania, on 25-27 June
2008. Piotr Sa³ustowicz and I took every opportunity to publicise that forthcoming event among the
symposium participants, as did Professor Frank Raymond, the ICSD President, and other ICSD officials.
Many colleagues expressed their wish or intention to join us in Ia . They were also interested in exploring
the host country.

The participants were grateful for warm and spontaneous hospitality they enjoyed throughout their stay in
Hong Kong. In fact, efficient and kind service started with the Swiretravel reliable assistance in registering
for the symposium as well as booking the accommodation and tours. The symposium was an outstanding
event to be remembered by all who had the privilege to attend it.

º

º i

ICSD Symposium Hong Kong



Some News about Nordic Community Work

In Norway, Högskolan Bergen ( ), a College University, has started a Master Course of Community Work (Mastergrad i
samfunnsarbeid) (120 credits).

In Finland, Community Social Work (Yhteisösosiaalityö) is a direction for specialization at the level of Professional Licentiate
Studies of Social Work ( ), see even . A new book about Social Work and
Communities will be published in the beginning of 2008. The Diaconia University of Applied Sciences in Järvenpää near Helsinki
in Finland has started A Degree Programme in Social Services focus on Community development in English, see

, see even .
Finally, a new book about Nordic Community Work will be procuded during the next year - in English!
In case of more information, see the references, or take contact with

Päivi Turunen ( )
with special interest in Community Work in Scandinavia
Ph d, University Lecture in Social work
Dalarna University, S-791 88 Falun.

www.hib.no

www.ulapland.fi/?deptid=16042 www.sosnet.fi

http://english.diak.fi/studies_in_english www.diak.fi

ptu@du.se

Päivi Turunen
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Asia-Pacific Branch
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Organized by the Asia-Pacific Branch of ICSD

www.iucisd.org/AsiaPacificAnnouncement.htm

Social Development and Transition:
Paths for Global-Local Partnership

October 29 - 31 2008
Kathmandu, Nepal
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FACULTY OF SOCIAL WORK, UNIVERSITY OF LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA

The Faculty of Social Work evolved from the School for Social Workers, founded in 1955 as a two-year
technical college outside the University. It was integrated into the University of Ljubljana in the 1970s. The
School introduced a four-year programme in 1992, which between 1995 and 2003 held the status of a
professional higher education programme. In 2003, it was transformed into a Faculty, carrying out university
undergraduate programme together with specialist, master and doctoral studies.

The undergraduate study programme provides specific theoretical and methodological knowledge needed
to help solve complex life problems, to intervene competently in the lives of people within their social
contexts, to determine the possibilities for the renewal or improvement of impaired relational systems, to find
creative and inventive ways for change towards greater independence, to activate unrealised potentials of
people living together and for mutual help in their everyday environment, to support people in distress, and
to contribute to a higher quality of life in society at large, while respecting the integrity and personal rights of
individuals and the associations of their choice. Professional ethics makes an integral part of the study. A
significant part of study involves practice placement and training in social work skills. Students are involved
in practical, research and developmental projects throughout their studies.

Faculty provides five postgraduate specialisation programmes: Management in Social Work, Drug-Related
Harm Reduction, Social Work for People with Special Needs, Social Work and Penal Sanctions and
Community Mental Health. The professional title of the graduate in a specialisation programme is
“Specialist” in the field of the programme.

At present, the Faculty of Social Work offers a master degree programme in Sociology  Community Social
Work, carried out in collaboration with the Faculty of Social Sciences.
Doctoral studies were introduced in 2004, when the Faculty initiated an international doctoral study of
social work. It is a four-year study programme consisting of seminars, the preparation of a thesis, and its
public defence.

36 full-time and 21 part-time lecturers form a suitable combination of experienced teachers and
enthusiastic and enterprising young future professionals. 1,195 students were enrolled in 2006/07, 674 as
full-time, and 521 as part-time students.

At present, the renewal of study programmes is carried out, following the demands of the Bologna
declaration, a new system of higher education financing and the need to revise our old study programme,
which has shown some deficiencies and out-of-datedness. The changes in the system of social care demand
the development of new profiles, especially those traversing more than one discipline. The renewal of
programmes is carried out also in accordance with new research findings in the profession with the aim to
introduce better methods of teaching and learning.

Ever since its foundation the School, and later the Faculty, has been a pillar of the development of Slovenian
social work and social care. It has developed high-level teaching, based on the teachers' own scientific work
and research, as well as on their good knowledge of international trends. They have initiated and carried
out countless innovations, vital for social work in Slovenia. They have developed forms and methods of work
that represent the basis of contemporary social work in this country: counselling, group work, community

Presentation of an Institutional Member

Liljana Rihter
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work, street work, family social work, etc. They have set the foundations of voluntary work and action and
qualitative research, which have not only influenced the social field but have also been significant in the
general framework of Slovenian social and human sciences. Developing specialties such as work with the
youth, the elderly, women, people in mental distress or with a physical handicap, ethnic minorities, and
others, they have significantly contributed to the development of concepts and innovative solutions in social
care (home aid, group homes, safe houses, etc.). In the past decades the Faculty has carried out over a
hundred basic and applied research projects and participated in numerous development projects. Beside
social work theory and concepts, the main research themes have included voluntary work, community work,
group work, general evaluation methods, evaluation of social work procedures and programmes, and
administration in social work. More specific topics have included drugs, mental health, handicap, housing
problems, and domestic violence

The Faculty is internationally recognised and has a network of contacts across the world. It has coordinated
many international projects and currently cooperates in developing social work in some Central and Eastern
European countries and in former Yugoslavia. The Faculty publishes the periodical Socialno delo (Social
Work), a nationally and internationally recognised high quality professional publication. We also publish
textbooks, monographs and manuals.

University of Ljubljana,
Faculty of Social Work
Topniška ulica 31
1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Tel. +38612809240
Fax. +38612809270
e-mail: info@fsd.uni-lj.si
www.fsd.si

Resumed from informational brochure Faculty of Social Work, Liljana Rihter

Liljana Rihter
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ICSD INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION AND RENEWAL FORM

For 2008

STATEMENT OF APPCICATION:
Our institution or organisation wishes to renew or to apply for institutional membership in the ICSD. We
are interested in furthering the process of discovering the refining knowledge required for social
development teaching, research and practice. We are interested in working jointly with other
internationally-oriented institutions and colleagues in the human services and related professions who
have vital contributions to share with respect to the development process.

APPLICANT INFORMATION:

o  Name of institution:________________________________________________________

o  Representative to the board of directors of ICSD: _____________________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________ Fax: ________________________________

E-mail address: ________________________ Date:_______________________________

A check or money order to cover the membership fee is to be enclosed. Make checks or money orders
payable, preferably in Euro, ICSD/European Branch according to the fee scale below, and send to:
Fred. G. Stafleu
ICSD European Treasurer
Bank account: Dr. Gradus Hendriks Foundation, Re: ICSD
Nr:  68.49.39.363; IBAN: NL 79 INGB 0684 9393 63; BIC: INGBNL.2A
The Netherlands.

Individual membership fee:

Institutional membership fee:

[Members within the European Region only]

:

Membership fee can be paid only for 2008 or also for several years in advance (which will reduce bank
charges).

Only for institutional members

45 Euro per year
for Central and East European countries: 17 Euro per year
Students: 22 Euro per year.

340 Euro, but may be reduced to 170 Euro, depending on size of institution
For Central and East European countries: 115 Euro, but may be negotiated.

For all applicants:

·
·
·

·
·

Fred Stafleu
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Impressum:

Authors are members
of ICSD European Branch

www.iucisd.org

edited by Arno Heimgartner,
University of Graz,

arno.heimgartner@uni-graz.at
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ICSD European Branch

Board Members (2005-2009)

President

Roar Sundby
Sør-Trøndelag University College; PBV, AHS, HIST; Trondheim, Norway
Roar.Sundby@hist.no

Vice President

Dr. Lucjan Mís
Jagiellonian University, Institute of Sociology, Krakow, Poland
lucjan.mis@iphils.uj.edu.pl

Secretary

Dr. Nada Stropnik
Institute for Economic Research, Ljubljana, Slovenia
stropnikn@ier.si

Treasurer

Fred Stafleu
Dr. Gradus Hendriks Foundation, The Hague, The Netherlands
fred.stafleu@planet.nl

Members at Large

Prof. Dr. Susanne Elsen
University of Applied Sciences Munich, Faculty of Social Work, Munich, Germany
elsen@fhm.edu

Ass.-Prof. Mag.Dr. Arno Heimgartner
University of Graz, Department of Social Pedagogics, Institute of Education
Sciences, Austria
arno.heimgartner@uni-graz.at

Dr. Siobhan Laird
University of Sheffield, Department of Sociological Studies, Sheffield, United
Kingdom
s.laird@sheffield.ac.uk

Prof. Stig Larsson
HAREC Disability and Rehabilitation Research Centre, Department of Health
Science, Section for Socialmedicine and Global Health, Malmö University hospital,
Malmö, Sweden
stig.larsson@med.lu.se

Dr. Päivi Turunen
Dalarna University, Department of Health and Sciences, Hogskolan Dalarna, Falun,
Sweden
ptu@du.se


